
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Silver Pipe 

 

Massasoit was the sachem of the Wampanoag and was 

widely known for his fairness. King James of England heard 

about Massasoit and wanted to reward him for his goodness 

with the gift of a silver pipe. Massasoit prized the pipe given 

to him by the king, but later gave it to one of his warriors as a 

reward for bravery. 

 

Later in life, the warrior grew ill and knew he was going to die. He asked his wife to bury the pipe 

with him in his grave. Unfortunately, she was greedy and wanted the pipe for herself, so when her 

husband died, she hid the pipe and did not bury it with him. A few days later, she went to the place 

where she had hidden the pipe, intending to smoke it and then hide it again. She reached into the 

hiding place and felt for the pipe, but it moved away from her all on its own. She tried again and 

again to reach the pipe, but it continued to move on its own, and she suddenly knew that her 

husband's spirit was keeping it from her. She vowed to do as her husband had asked her and bury 

the pipe with him if she could reach it. As soon as she made this promise, she reached in again 

and found the pipe in her hand. 

 

She buried the pipe with her husband and was no longer bothered by his spirit or with guilt over 

her actions in breaking her promise to him. 

 

(Adapted from William S. Simmons, 1986, Spirit of the New England Tribes: Indian History and 

Folklore, 1620-1984. Hanover NH: University Press of New England.) 
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