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From Utica Morning Herald, Feb, 41, 1894,

SAMSON OCCOM.

THE FOUNDING OF BROTHERTOWN
BY CHRISTIAN INDIANS.

An Intercsting Papesr Read Before
the Oneoida Connty Historical So-
cloty Last Evening by RWewv., Dr.
W. DebLoss Love of Hartford, Conn.
~—Buslasess Mooting of the Soclely
—standing Committoon

A business meeting of the Oneida his-
torical soclety was held yesterduy after-
noon, Willian. M. White presidiag,
Fourth of July orations from 1796 to
1823, cvollected by the Inte James HReese,
Were presented (o the society. Dr. E. B,
Clark and E. W, Chapiu were elected
members.

Hon, Eitlott F. Danforth will deliver
an aldraess in Mareh on the Iadians of
New York state, nnd In April, Benjamin
F. Lewis will deliver o lecture on the
Madoe mystery, an incident of Welsh his-
gory ia Utlea.

The following committees for the year
were announeed:

Fuance—-Charie< W, Hutoh inzon, I'. V. Rogers,
Wiiniam M, White, Hobert 5. Willinms,

Labra -y aond Exchausg —kev, Dmiel Balloua
Rev, Chnries T, Olmaiend, P, U, Do J. Angeaiis

D omad ms and Culsel ons— gaocra D, Dimon
Chariea W, sayre, W, Merrepant White,

Add gsses—itay . Dann W. Ihigelow, N, Curtis
White, Dr. W_ . Watson.

Property and F.x ures—Willilam M. White,
Charies w . Dacling, Jame= Constnbie, ir,

Fubliontions of Socicty—Alexander Seward,
Rees G, Walams, W, U Rowloy,

satural Hswry sl svegan tas—Dr. Thoodore
Decoke, Egbert L John C. sehr aber

Stetistics—N, k. Keroan, G. Alder Blumer, E_
Pronuss Bailey.

Biology anid Nearology—Dr. M, M.
Daniel Balon Day dd K Wager,

Memborship—General Charl 8 W, Darliog, Don-
ad Melntyre, Hoev Duanlel Ballow,

Monuments—A exander seward, Hon, Charviles
W. Hulen nson, Wuanam M. Whaite, s R, Camp-
be.l, George, M, Weoeaver,

Special Commitbbe on Enrlﬁ
tions—Henry Hurlburt, Dr. M_ M.
¥. Bakor.

ﬂ‘KK. Rev.

Utica PPablies-
tagz, Thomnas

On  rermavent Butlding—Hon, Charles W
Hutohinson, Alexander Soeward, William M.
White, George D Dimon, Gesoral Charvios W,
Darhng. D, M. M. Bagg.

Herkimer Monument—IL J. Coggeshall, John
W, Vricoman, Titas sheard, Edward Womple
Etuot Daulorun.

SAMSON OCCOM.

In library hall last evening Rev., W.
Del.oss Love, of {artford, Conn,
resd n paper before the Ouneida historical
soci«Lty ou **Samson Occom, the Christian
Iudinus of Connecticut and their emigra-
tion to Brothertown, N, Y.” An abstract
is given: **Upon some unknown day in
the early part of the 18th century an In-
dian of the Mohegan tribe set up his wig-
wam on the western bank of the river
Thames, aud unwittingly located the spot
where this once famous trive would make
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thelr last graves In Connevtient., As the
wisdom of his choice appeared-and others
gathered to the place, it recelved the
name whieh it has ever borne 2nd should-
benr to the end of time—Mohegan, -~ ‘The
master of this ploneer Wwigwam WwWas
Knpown in his native tongue as Aukum,
subsequently Occom, (Aucum, Maucum,
Maweum, ) n fact which would have been
of no great interest had there not been
born to him in the year 1723 n son, who
was named Samson. The mother's nnme
wns Sarah, who ig said in *The life of the
Countess of Huntingdon,” to have been
n descendant of Uncas, which may
have been true, tho she was a
Groton Indian, and probably of the
Samson famlily, which led her so to
name her son. The establishment of a
permanent Indian village at Mohegan af-
forded an opportunity for the niissionary
teacher, and when Samson was ten years
old, Jonathan Barber came among them
to attempt n school. After a time this
schhool was given up as & fallure. ''nen
the minister, young David Jewett, came
among them once & fortnight In the sum-
mer, Mloistera from the region round
about came, and the resnlt was the
awakenluog of a few in the tribe to a sense
of thelr heathen condition, Samson Og-
com, then 16 years of age, was one of
these, and for six months he was strog-
ghiug out of darkness toward the light,
When he was 17 he found cthe light,
which roused anew a thirst for learaning,
and Kindled a pity for his poor people.
1o six months he had learned to read in
the New Testament without spelling the
words, and all alone he plodded on, pur-

sued by the idea that he might
instruct the rest of his  tribe.
It  had been generally  sSupposed

that Rev., Eleazar Wheelock of Lebnnon
dug this dinmond from the earth sod pol-
ished it, but it scems to have been aiready
glittering before Wheeloek met with it
1t was Occom who sought out Wheeloek,
nnd not Wheelock whosought out Occom.
Oceom spent four vears with Wheslock.
On Dec, 6, 1743, Occom began adiary,
which he continued thro life, During the
winter of 1747 he taught school in u parc
of New London, and in the spring studied
Hebrew in Lebanon, nnder Rev., Beuja-
min Pomweroy. In November, 1740, he
began n work asl schoolmnster, connselor,
judge and preacher among the Mountauk
Indians in Loug Island, which lasted 12
years, and was grestly blessed to the
permanent elevation of many in that
tribe. About 1751, he married Mary
Fowler, a daughter of the Montanak tribe,
and she was thro'out her life a woman
worthy of him. Occom’s punlis wade
rapid progress and some sfterwards came
to Brothertown. Among Lhese were
two boys, the brothers of his wife, David
and Jacob Fowler The former
was born in 1735, the latter was probably
yvounger. In Jone 1751, Samson Occom
and David Fowler set forth to
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_earry the gospel and civiiization to
the Go&dn Inuiane, At Ogeida s log
hut was built for Oeccom, and he re-
mained until fall For three seasons
foilowing he made similar visita to
Ouneida, spending considerable time there,
and Detween his journeys he preached to
the Indinns of New Englaud., David
Fowler, the Mercury of the Indian mis-
sions, meanwhile went and came. Jacob
Fowler was then at Lebanon preparing
to be a tencher. and he met there also
Jogeph Johnson, n young Mobhegan, the
eloguent pleader and diplomat =2 dozen
vears later, and the future husband of
Occom's daughter Tabitha, and so the
fourth of this remarkable family group.
These four were the projecrors of the re-
moval to Brothertown. After 1765 Occom
had no connection with the Opelda mis-
sion, but Joseph Johnson was for a time
teacher under Samuel Kirkland, who

followed Occom in 1768, and David
Fowler and Hauunuh, his wife,
were the support aund comfort of
that herole missionary thro his most

trying vears. The character of David
Fowler 18 deserving of the highest praise,
Oeocom wasin Mohegan tn the heat of the
renewed controversy on the Mason lund
case. Rev., Nathaolel Whitaker and
Occom satled for England, December 23,
1765, and were abroad neariy LwWo vears.
Everyvone knows that Occom colleeted
about £10.000 sterling, which was de-

sited with trustees in England, the

arl of Dartmouth at the head; and that
these funds were employed in founding
Dartmouth college, which succeeded to
Moor's Indian charity school. But few
are awares that Sawson Occom did not
agree with Dr. Wheelock in this ap-
propriation of the money. Samuel
Kirkland did pot, and both Occom and
Kirkiand protested that a college in the
woods of Coos wonld not be a material
benetit to the Indian missions,

After Oceom returned from England
he was stationed at Mohegan, sometimes
preaching in nelghboring or distant
churches, but usually engaged in towns
among the Indians within a radius of 60
miles, The support afforded him was
very meager. 1t bhas been repeatedly as-
serted that during this period he fell iuto
intemperance. The original authority for
the charge was a coufession by Occom
himself. The presbytery entered into a
consideration of the marter. and finally
decided that ‘all the sensations of“intoxi-
cation which be condemned himself for
arose, not from any degree of intemperate
drinking, but from having drank a small
quantity of spirituous liquor after hav-
ing been all day without food,” On Sept,
2, 1772, Occom preached a sermon st the
execution of an Indian murderer named
Moses Paul, and it was the most famous
temperance sermon of the time. Occom
afterwards Issued a little volume called
*A Choice Collection of Hymns and
Spiritual Sougs.' Occom (s koown to-

day wholly thro the hymp beginning
*Awakened by Sinal's Awful Sound,”
which was originally *Waked by the
Gospel’s Joyful Souud.” This being one
of his later compositions did not appear
in his own hymn book. Among Occom's
manuseripts is one of the Natlvity, which
is & better sample of his usual cowposi-
tion:

Shepherds rejolice, 1L up your eyes,
And send vyour fears away.

News from the regrons of (he skies |
=alvation's boru to-day.,

There were three editiong of Occom’s
hymn book. Occom seen:s 1o have vXur-
cised n missionary’s care over seven par-
ticular places: Mohegan, Montauk, L. 1,
Ninntie, Groton, Farmington, Stoning-
ton and Chartestown, R. I. And bere we
gather up again the lives of the other
three Indians associated with hiwm, for
they were located in one or the other of
these places most of the time as teachers
and preachers until the revolution. David
Fowler was mainly at Moontsuk. Jacob
Fowler taught at Groton, hegun to preach,
in 1774 and the year following becnine
master of the Indian school at Hauover.
Joseph Johuson underwent a religious
transformution in 1772, and In the next
year opened s school among the fodians
at Farmington. So it was that they all
came to be interested in xpian which was
devised by Samson Occom, L0 remove Lo
New York, to establish in the Ooelda
country n town goveruned after the Con-
necticut model, the townsmen wholly o=
dians, given to agriculture, who would be
a means of Christlanizing and civilizing
the savages about them,™

Mr. Love spoke of the arrangements
subsequently made, the offer by the
Oneidas to give them lands ten miles
square, and continuing gald on Juiy 8,
1774. Samson Ocecom and David Fowler
set out to view the lands, and settie 18
bounduries and they took back a

deed of gift dated Oct. 4, 1774 Then
came the revoiutionary war, which
luterfered with the plans made, Dur-

ing the war Occom, the Fowlers a.d
Johnsou were the Indinn heroves of New
England. The first emigration to the
lands given by the Oneldas was in 1784,
altho some families had gone there earil-
er. Joseph Johnson had been dead sev-
eral vears. The emigrants who started
for the Onelda countryon May 8 1784, in-
cluded sbout 20 families, and among them.
were Jacob Fowler and Occom’s son-in-
law, Anthony Paul, Occom went as far
as Albany. preaching thereabouts and
sending on funds.

On Oct. 24, 1785, Occom visited the
Onelds country, remsioing there somo
time. It was on a Sabbath evening that
he and David Fowler, who had met him
on the Mohawk, drew near to Davia's
home. It was the best of the settlement
and loeated on the hill whieh had hitherto
been and for several years continued to
be the center of the town. As Lhey ap~-



proached the house they heard singing,
and knew the people were engaged n
worship. Occomw went In and an affect-
Ing scene followed., Before the com-
pany separated thelr Moses blessed them
as those who hud c¢ome into thelr prom-
ised land. The next day Oceom was
visited by some of the Onelda Iudians,
The following evening ihe young folks
went 4 mile to Abrahmsin Stmon’s to sing,
Ou the 20th they husked ecorun in true
New Eagiand fashion, and as they
busked they sang Psalms, Nov. 3 there
was & marringe, the first celebrated In
the new settlement. The next Sabbath
Ovecom preached to the Stockbridge In-
dians, sixX miles away. It might have
been called an election sermon, and It
wus appropriate, for the next day, Nov.
7. 1785, Uccom’s company met at David
Fowler's to organize s government,

The town was named Brothertown.
Jucobh Fowler was chosen clerk, Hoger
Wauby, David Fowler, Elhjanh Wampy,
Jounn Tuhy and Abrashain Simwon wWere
chiosen trustees for a vear, a new board of
trustees 1o be chosen anunually. Andrew
Acvarrocomd aud Thomas Putehauker
were viected fence viewers for a year. It
was dectded 10 have s cruter near David
Fowier's bouse, ‘I'he maln streets were to
rug north and south aond east and west,
to cross at the center. It was resolved
to live in pence aud friendship, and
everyone Lo Lesur his part of puablic
charge 1o the town. The people asked
Oeceomws to be & teacher amopyg them, and
he conseubted, and agreed to make the
tlown 18 bome, Jhis was the founding
ol HBrothertown, The people continued
under thelr own organtzation, inter-
rupted by laond difliculties, until they
Wi re vinpowered by an net of the general
wsscmitiy, Feb. 2. 1791, Then they
went on, until by the act of Mareh 31,
1795, the peaveunkers, or seisctmen,
were appoluted by the governor, and
couneil of the stute.  The originsal tract
wWius reduced by the treaty of Sept. 224
1788, to two miles in bremith nud three
mides in lepgth. and this again was re-
duced by the act of Mareh 31, 1795, to 149
lots on the westeru side of the tract now
included in Kirkiand and Marshall, aud
wiitels was set apurt to the Brothertowan
Indinns and without power to slienate it,

As o thia community of 1785 it 18 lm-
porteit 1o vmphnsize three facts: 1, The
center of the settlement was at Dawvid
Fowiler's, The tratl lefo the present Deans-
ville rond s mile or more north of the
present town and led up over the hill w
Fowler's und over 12 westward thro Stock-
bridge. They were proposing to intersect
this with a rosd ranniug north aml south.
2, We alrendy hiave the origin of the Sam-
son Oecow’s eccleslastical relations, a
parish havieg two places of worship, one
in Brothertown st David Fowler's and the
other in Stockbridge at Hendrick Aupau-
mwut’'s or Cnptain Hendrick as he was
culled. T'his reiation continved to Occom’s

deach,the Stockbridgers going to Fowler’s
and the Brothertowns to Hendrick’s on al-
ternate Sundays., On November 28 and

29, 1787, these two conjointly
and formerly called Oc¢ccom to
be thelr wminister and he

accepted the eall. A creed or confession
of unusual interest was drawn up, which
also declared their parpose in going into
the wilderness. The papers are still ex-
tant, The church subsequently became
Presbyterian, saud Occom says It was the
first ever organized among the ludians
without the assistance of a white man. 3,
A consideruble part, and certauinly the in-
fluential part, of these Brothertown set-
tiers were connected by ties of Kindred
with Samson Occom.

A week after the first town meeting,
QOccom returned to New England, Each
season, until his permanent removal in
1789, he speat witii them the time from
July to November, OF the balance, much
was occupled ln his journeys to and fro, as
he preached and performed pastoral
laoors awong the new settlements along
the thoro'fare of emigration. He was
known as the missionary of the wilder-
ness.

All went well at Brothertown until
1787, when those troubles began concern-
iug the lands, which broke up their town
government, divided the people Into the
Fowler and the Wampy factions, alien-
ated the latter from Occom and embit-
tered his latter days. The substance of
the wmatter was that some of the Ouneldas
wished them to yield thelr tract, and live
at large upon thelr lands. This Occom
and his party properly and wisely de-
clined to do, aud tho ibe treaty of Sept.
22, 1788, confirmed thelr title, it
Jid not remove the bitterness which
had been engendered by the assistance
wileh Eljah Wampy sand others had
given to the echeme., Then the whites
came in and the Indiaus began to lease
their original loeations to them—as they
were emnowered to do for a period of ten
years by the act of Feb. 25, 1789--and
when they had taken up other farms they
leased them also. Occom, whose party
was largely made up from his conuections,
foresaw the result, and opposed the leas-
ing by fudividuals without the consent of
the whole; and at his suggestion the gen-
eral assembly of New York, who agreed
with him on every point raised, embodied
n the act of Feb. 21, 1791,
which coustituted them a town. a provis-
ion for the sapportionment aund control
of the land by threetrustees to ve elected
by the town and approved by the mayor
of the city of Albany. Meanwhile other
Indians had come smong them from New
Fogiand, and many of these were part
negro bLlood., With a foresight which
wns characteristie and remarkable, Oc-
com had introducad into the original
deed of gift, Oct. 4, 1774, a condition that
no such should have any right to land in
Brothertown, for hils purpose was to



keep the New England blood pure
and preserve a tribal unity. T'his
provision was never setnside and so long
a8 they held the land they were & peculiar
peoflo. But these interlopers joined the
lessing party, whose actions were of
course agreeable to the whites, and itsoon
became 20 unpleasant for Occom that he
moved In” the latter part of 1791 to New
Stockbridge. After he had been several
years in Lis unmarked grave, the general
assembly of New York, be it said to its
honor, unaid the mischief of his enemles,
and * with wwore moral than legal
justice, set apart the oue hun-
dred and forty-nine lots, ejectin
the whites loeated thereupon nand ool%
the remainder of the tract to settiers for
the benefit of the Brothertown ludians.
Then Moses diea, but his wisdom had
been wrought into the structure of the
town, into its stringent laws concerning
intemperance) and viee, Inbor and lm-
provements, education and worship,
which proved at least to be the salvation
of a remnant. ‘These, nbont 40 yeara al-
terwards, sold their lanas nud removed to
Wisconsin; and thelr surviving degcend-
ants, Intelligent, Christinn citizens, testi-
fy to Occom’s Inbors.

We come now to our final Inquiry:
Where was Samson Occom buried? It is
not a point vpon which we oan expect
the testimony of an ingeMbed gravestone,
for he died too early, and uunfortunately
no chrounleler has left a defioite record.
But with the information we now have
we shall  sarely agree that he
WAaS buried with  his Kindred.
When Occom moved to Brothertown in
1789 he hiad n lot which his Indian parish-
jioners had cleared for bim and undoubt-
edly a house, and this was near his son-
in-law, Anthony Paul, who was upon lot
10 in the survey of 1795. John Tuhie had
lot 11, and it was upon Lis land that the
log school house was built sbout that
time. All the Inter settlers located in the
valley near what is now Deansville. Bat
this was four yesrs after the found-
ing of the town aud seven
after the first settlers had arrived,
and during that tline death had not been
fdle. As it was the first intention to have
& center nt David Fowler's ou the hill,
Jots 105 and 119, near Elljah Wampy's
lot 117. as they worashiped In Fowler's
barn for soveral years, intending to build
a meeting house there, where it would be
accessible to the Stockbridge branch of
the congregation, it is altogether proba-
ble that they early Joeated n burial
ground near the place, according to the
custom in New England. After the town
was established in the valley and the dis-
sensions arose, there was a reason why
those who had been bitter against Fow-
ler should not be buried on his land, and
s0 the early cemetery would become a

mily burial place.
fasSamson Occom died at New Stock-
bridge or Tuscarora, Saturday, July 14,

1792. He had lived there but a few
months,. Mr. Love bhere resad two ae-
counts of Ocrom's death, one given in
Prime's history of Long Isiand and cop-
ied In Sprague’s Annais, and the other
from the Connecticut Gazette. Rev,
Samuel Kirkland preached the funeral
sermon. A Mohegan should nos rest
away from his ows, from their homes and
their graves, so It must have been that
the body of this Indian Moses was borue
up the hill and laid beside his own duast.

On the 20th of June, 1893, a visit was
made to Brothertowan to find this burial
ground, which had been supposed to be
nesr Davida Fowler's house. This farm is
now owned by Aundrew Weir, who draws
water from the well which David Fowler
dug, and which wmarks the place where
the first house in the town stood, Iuo the
edge of the woods, which was » grove 100
vears ago, a burial ground was fouund
where there are more graves thuan may at
first appear. The woodsmau’s sled has
broken off the tops of a row
of gravestopes, and unmarked graves
have been somewhat leveled, save
in the outer cirele, where Iarger
mounds indicate some burials after the
Indisy fashion, The last 50 years would
probably hiave swept away sll votice of
the place, had it not been that the Fow-
lers, before they moved to Wisconsin,
years after David Fowler's death, and so
long after his wifv's death that they had
forgotten the day of the month she died,
ralsed a white marble stone nud enclosed
A little space about with a rade fence.
Noune who chance 10 pass that way pause
to honor the most faithfal of Ioadisn
friends, the first settler of Brothertown.
They knew nnught of him and only read
the inscription: *David Fowler, died
March 31, 1807, not 72 YOurs,
Hanunh, wife of David Fowler, died
August, 1811, aged 64 years.,” Kunowing
a8 we now Jo the story of these two lives,
Samson Occom aud David Fowler, how
they were assoclates 28 minister and con-
vert, teacher and pupl, missionary com=
pauions, allies in strife and friends in
peace; above ull as brothers bound by
one they loved devotedly, It must be that
the dust of him who was the glory of the
Indian nation now sleeps in one of those
neglected und unmarked graves,

In conclu<ion Mr. Love said: *'Gentle-
men of the Onelds historieal society—AL
the miemorial services on the reluterment
of lsanc Paris, the melodions voice of
one of your members from College Hill,
which I nave been taught to heed from
my vouth uttered these words: ‘After
this day's memorial has been completed
an effort should be made to find the lost
grave of Rev. Samson Occom, whose fame
as a fervid Indian preacher lives in the
early history and traditions of Onelda
county.” This was the seed, and if it snrll
seem L0 you to have brought forth any
results, I bave but discharged a duty in
yieldlng to you the harvest,™






