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WonnemT: BmiGnoon, New York 1785-1796 
 

concerning the Affairs, lhat may be brought under our con.wider- 
ation, when yc shall live side of us your B othcrs and Brctlucn. It 
is hoped, that we both shall be disposed ever to help one another 
in cases of Necessity, so long as we shall live together. As for us 
Bmthren, we have already resolved to Endeavor to No all things as 
becomelh Brothers.'7 

 
The firsl Brotheuon emigration to Oneida country, begun in the 

spring of 1775. was interrupted by the Revolutionary War." With 
the outbreak of hostilities at Lexington and Concord that year, some 
returned immediately to New England. Others fled eastward when 
British forces entered Oneida country in the summer of 1777." A 
few may have remained in their new homes for nearly three years. 
An early local history has it that they resided under the protection 
of Fort Stanwix (present Rome) while trying to maintain their 
fields.‘ When Oneida Castle was destroyed by pn-British forces 
in 1780, these Brothertons left to join the native community of 
Algonquian-speaking Mahicans at Stockbridge, in western Mas- 
sachusetts." 

Brothertons began filtering back to Oneida country in about 
1783. Over the next few years, the Oneida-Brotherton relationship 

became less than cordial due, apparently, to disagreement over the 
terms of the relationship and the allocation of land. Written records 
of this controversy are few and ambiguous. All that is laiown with 
certainty is that the Oneidas reduced the amount of land available 
to the Brothertons from some very large area (possibly about one 
hundred ten square miles) to a tract measuring two by three miles 
tFigure 2). 

To the Oneidas, seating refugee groups had become a more com- 
plex problem. They now anticipated the arrival of 360 fellow 

Iroquois (Onondagas and Cayugas), 80 Delawares, and hundreds 

 
 

 
17. Ibid., 170. 
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