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'LETTER ﬁom 7—--/) F -,
ope of-the Mohegan Tribe of
IRdxans to his Countryman,
Mofes Pau/ under Sentence
of Death, in New-HavemGoal

' 4) r- ‘;'.
Mokegan, in New-London County, A.D. 1772, March 29,

Y dear fellow traveller into a vaft eternity ;, liften unta
me a-while. I am an Indian, known by the name of

l am one who am truly forry for your misfortune, but fo
i1t was fore-ordained by an all- wxfe Gop ; and fo you fee
it is by Woeful experience, but who knows what Go» has
defigned by it, perhaps to the good of your immortal foul.

My dear fellow mortal, it is too evident (that there is a

wop) for us to deny a being of a Gop, than we fay we
helieve there is a Gop ot almighty power, who has created

all things by the word of his power, and he preferves all
things both in heaven and earth ; and he over-rules all
things by his fecret Providence, though we fee him not,
we do his will, and fulfil his word : Perhaps not defign-
edly, yet he is glorified by us, or will be, either by our
cternal falvation, or eondemanation. And from this great
Gop’s hands no one can deliver ; whomf{uever he fees fit
* to fave, none can deftroy or pluck out of his hands.
' And we hear likewife, that this great Goo is angry with
the wicked every day. And he makes a difmal place of
torments to put the wicked in, which is called HsLL 5. a
place prepared for the devil and his angels, and it burns
with unquenchable fire and brimftone ; there Goo Al-
| mighty makes himfelf known by the difplays of his eternal
- wrath which is poured.upon the wicked, without the Jeaft
mixture of  mercy. l fay we hear of fuch a placc, but do
| . we
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«--H J-===N, a native of this land and of the Mohegan tribe.
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it not be our higheft concern to know how we mighe
efcape that place of torments. Mecthinks you at once i"'ay'
yes, (o do I too; well let s be fincere, and att the wifer
patt, and examine ourfelves, until we convince ourfelves
*hat we are by nature the children of wrath, and meore fo
oy praftice : and if we die as we were born, and as we

wave liv’d in times patt, HeLr muft be our eternal home.§

And who.‘tbat ﬁ"as‘a reafonable foul, can think of that
dreadful phice withgut horror and amazement ? If there
nas qoway'fo‘u qut, that we might efcape this place
of mifery, then - b mult neceffarily bear it as other una-
voidable misfortupesi  But glory be given to that Gop,
whe:is gand and gracious, in whom we believe ; that he
ha; in infipite wifdogy fourd out a glorious way, not only’
~ tohe dayed fromuhell torments, but to give eternal life
ﬂﬂ_’gio:!yx,that Ah not away ; and true happinefs to,
¢very tute, hunWii, penitent, believing foul, by the gift
ol s ginly begotten Son Jesus ChrisT.
Y have heatd of this Jesus Curist, the only Son of!
the #ver liviag 4ud true Gop ; you was ‘brought up in a
Lhriftian landgawhere CrrisT was named and worfhipped,
and loved, trufted and adored. 'We have heard that Goo
(> loved the world, that he gave this CarisT his only be-
gotten Son, that whofoever believeth in him, fhould not
perith, but have everlafting life. Well, come and let us
believe in this Jefus Chrift the glorious Son of Gob, that
we may not perifhj but have eternal life. I do really with
your foul well, and I hope that you will fincerely feek an
intereft in the Lord Jesus CurisT.
~ Precious is your time indeed, if you did but know it :
it is certain "you have'not a long continuance here, and the
time is drawing nigh, when you muft ftep out of time,

into eternity. We hear that you are condemoned by the |

Judges of this ‘Calony, and that your life muft be taken
away by the execution of juftice. Juftice muft, or ought
to be done ; and all that men can do is to kill the body :

I therefore, as a well wither to your ever dying foul,
vifc vou to feek Gon's fav.ur, and pray to him in the

for our bleffed Saviour faid in the davs of his flefh, Mat.
x. 28. Aad fear not them which kill the body, but are
not
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aot able to kill the foul: buc rather fear him, which is
able to deftroy both body.and foul in hell, that is Gop.
It you are interefted in the favour Bt God, and have his
Son Jrsus CurisT for your friendhiang a vecate, it will
be well with you after death and the fecond dezth will

have no power over you, that is {piritual and eter nal death.
ad-

name of the I.ord Jesus Curist to pardon, and ftorgive
your foul, and give you his holv Spiric to fanétify, and
putify your heart, and make y-u mect for the inheritasce
of the faints in light. Pray fo- true, and genuwine con-
vition, fuch a conviftion as Gup gives unto his true
children ; pray for true repentance, that which s unto-
life, and faith which purifies the heart; and prav for
every grace of a true chriltian bliever in the Lord Jefus
Chnift : Who knows but Gon will have mercy upon youy
and hear von, and pardon and forgive you at latt, tor he
isa merciful Gop, delighteth i torgiving iniquities, tranf=
greflions and fins, through the ments of his Son Jefus
Chrit. Perhaps you are not paft hope as to your falva-
tion, for Chrift faid in his day, in xii, 31 of Mat. Where-
fore I fay unto you, all maoner of fin, and blafphemv,
fhall be forgiven unto men ; but wholoever {peakerh a-
gainft the Holy Ghoft, it fhall not be forgiven him, nei-
ther in this world, neither in the world to come Thefe
are the words of him who cannot lie. Heaven and carth
fhall pafs away before one jot, or tittle of his word fhall
pafs ; he has faid this alfo, and may we not beliave him 2
My fpirit mourned within me, when I heard that you
was unconcerned about your foul’s eternal welfare. But
I hope by this time you are of another mind, and things
eternal your chicfeft concern Do you nat defire to be
made forever happy hereafter 7 Well, repent and believe,
and bring forth fruit meet for repentance. Beieve 1n the
Lord Jefus Chritt ; believe that he is an all-fufhicient Sa-
viour, able to purgeaway thy fins, many ard toul as they
ate ; juft fuch a one as you want and mult have, of be
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gecpt haw iy whole Saviour.

40 hap to have a true change
| fgly‘gg(% a full and free pavdo%n,
from the great Gty fbeaven, through Jefus Chrift his
beloved Son, in WHOm he is ever well pleafed. 1 fay, if
this was your happy cafe, 1 might pronounce you bleffed
indeed. And what joy and peace would it create in every
heart of a true Chriftian, where-ever you might be ever
heard of !  And what comfort and fatisfattion would reft
upop your foul, to think that ina few daysl muft remove
from hence, and enter in thofe rezions of blifs which are
above, and there to dwell forever before a holy and pure
Gon, who is at peace with me; and to be with Chrift our
Saviour in his kingdom, to behold his glory ; the glory
of an only begotten Son of Gop ! O, what a pleafing prof-
~e@t would confequently open! What muft I, who am
ound in thefe fetters, in this dark and lonefom prifon, or
cungeon, be fet at liberty, and be admitted into that blel-
“.ed company above ! There angels of mighty power, 1n
all their royal robes, with their golden harps, and ftarry
crowns, are bowing and worfhipping before our Gop and
Saviour Jefus Chrifi. There likewife fhall I fee'the fpirits
of jult men made perfect ; Mofes and Aaron, and all
the holy prophets and apoftles and faints of every age,
fome of all hations, an innpmerable company ; and all
exercifed in one work of praife. 'What muft I indeed en-
ter into that holy city, the New- Jerufalem, which is def-
eribed in the 21ft chapter of Revelations | Methinks if
this was your happy cafe, you wéuld thus reafon wita
youfelf, and fhould be impatient, until that glorious hour
fhould appear when that welcome meflenger death: thould
come, which fhall carry you from hence, to the place of
our Gop the Father, and to be received into the perfect
enjoyment of him, which is a complete heaven. But if
on the other hand, you have this great Gop, and Jefus
Chrift, his Son to be againft you, you are, and muft be
etgenally miferable,  Yeu cannoc have a~y pleafing tho’t;
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of approaching death, judgment and eternity : neither of
thefe can you efcape.  Death is certain, and fo certain as
death is, fo is judgment and eternity ; and theie is but
two places made known ¢ : us in the word ot Gup, where
all the children of men are to meet, that 1s heaven and
hell 5 and in thefe two different places we mult all find
ourfelves one day, fooner, or later, And be affured, if
you fall fhart of heaven, into hell you inuft be turned s
and I doubt not, but this is the earneft prayer and defire
of many, who have a prejudice againft the Indian nations,
and with no better of your foul, than to endure Gobp’s
eternal wrath, and even rejoice that one of the devilith
Indians, (as many exprefs themfelves) are faffered to act
fuch a part ; and wifh that all were as nigh their end.
But fuch as thefe it is te be feared, know but little of Gop,
or have never had Gep’s love thed abroad in their hearts 3
and therefore are liable to endure Gob's e'ernal wrath.
But there are fome, I doubt not, who know the great
worth of fouls, 1s praying lrom day toda .0 Gow, .«
he would give you repentance, and faithin - Lord jetus
Chrit 3 and their earneft defire is, that you' .cul mav be
faved from Gob’s eternal wrath. It is the Jofire of my
heart, that we might hear, that you have obuiined Gouu's
forgivenefs. And if you are not affured as yet, as to your
ftate, I (hould be glad to hear that you were in cainelt,
feeking the faver of Gop. And it is the grearteft happinefs
that we mortals can ootain in this life, to be aflured ot the
favor of Gopo, and Jesus Curist our Lord 5 then come
what will, we are fafe. If Gop is for us, who can be a-
gainft us © My fellow traveller into a vaft eternity, | want
that you would put on confideration, and cuafider the
word eternity. Think of heaven and hell—think of the
great Gop againft whom you have {inned, and Jefus Chrift
his Son. Alfo think of the devil ; that is the ferpent,
that was the caufe of the fall of cur firft parents ; and
brougit Gop’s wrath upon us. Heis a deceiver, and
the truth is rot in him. He is miferablz, and wants ug to
bs miferable too, . - !
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I am fo far from difcquraging vou, that T will conclude
this lever with a few 'a'agcs out of the holy word of Gop,
for. your cnco»uragz§m : firll a glovious inviaaiion, from
Chrift Jefus our Lo¥d, which is in Mat. xi. 28, Chrift
faith, come unto me, all ye that labour, and are heavy la-
den, and I will give vou reft. He .loes not fa , may be
I will give you reft, put I will give youreft. And be farh
in another place ; and he that cometh to me, I will in no
wife caft out, Juh. vi. 37. Is not this a great escourage-
ment when we confider that Chrilt fpoke it, the Son of
Gop that cannot lie  Let us then believe him. Again,
he reafons with us in Ifaiah i 18. Come now and let us
realon together, faith the Lord : though your fins be as
fcarlet, they fhall be white as fnuw : though they be red
like crimfon, they fhall be as wool.  And turther he fa.s,
in Mat. xii. chap. 31t ver. Wherefore 1 fay unto you,
all manner of fin and blafphemy, (hall be forgiven unto
men : but the blafphemy againtt the Holy Ghott, fhall
not be forgiven unto men. And alfo in Ezek. xviit. 23.
Have I any pleafure at all, that the wicked fhould die 2
faith the Lord Gobp : and not that he fhould return from
his wicked ways and live ? Again, Ifa. xhii. chap. 24, 25,
vers. ‘Though thou haft made me to ferve with thy fins;
thou halt wearied me with: thinc iniquities. I, even I,_ am
he that blotteth out thy tranigreflions, for my own fake,
will not remember thy fins. Alfo, in Amos v. 4. 6. For
thus faith the Lord, feek ye me, and ye fhall. live, feek
the Lord and ye (hall live, lealt he break out like fire,
and there be none to quench it. Seek him that made the
feven Stars, and turneth the thadow of death into morn-
ing, and maketh the day dark with night, the Lord is his
name. Luke vi. 36. A mercitul Gon.

All I can fay is, don’t be difcouraged, but refign your-
fel to that merciful Gop, and be willing to be difpofed of

by me, as feemeth him good ; a.d ever fay, Thy will
be done. There is many precious promifes, in Gop’
book, called the holy feriptures, which I advife yc{vcu t
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falvation.  1here you may learn, all rhole glorous gl
raCters of our exalted 1.ord and Saviour JefusChrit, 1N¢
ther doth he bear th fe blefled charatters 1n vain.

He
faid he came nut tor the righteous, but finners te repent-
ance. Mat. xi. (7. They that are whole, need not a phy-
fician, but thev thar are fick ; 1 came not to catl the righ-

teous, but fiuners to repentance  Then 'Chrift came for
fuch as you and nve, who are fioners, Shoald not we then
rejoice that we have heard of the way of falvation in our
day ; which macy have been, and are to this day denied 3
fomne who have never once heard of this blefled Jefus.
It feems my fo:i delights to hear of his. mame! I de-
fire you would take notice of what I have in fo brcken
a manner hinted unto vou. 1| mean to be fincere.—~But [
am uncapable of exprefli- g mvfelf, or writi~g as fome may
who have been favoured with great learning, and -have
had great experiences, and thote who know a!' :ri; - °
{ciences, neither can I fpeak as thofe who are . rainted
with the deep myfteries ot the Kingdom of Gon.  :iut hie
1 know, that we muft be born again, or never enter 1t
the kingdom of Gop ; for our exalted Lord Jefus Chuift faws
1n the days of his humiliation, John iii. 5. 7. Verily, verily,
I fay unto vou, except a man be born of water, and of tie
Spirit, hecanrotenter into the the kingdom of Gop. And
foon after, he fays, marvel not that I faid unto thee, you
muft be born again. Take heed how you hear, and try
to undeiftand the meaning of thefe words, for ¢ =y Y
ceed from the mouth of our exalted Lord ar + saviu
Jefus Chrift, the Son of Gop. But if you will - - rega:-.
my advice, and trulv repent before Gop, but h- .+ 2" ¢
warnings, and encouragemerts, with indifferency ( for 1
truft and hrpe, thefe may be delivered you) remember
that this letrer, tho® it is in a broken manner wrote, wili
be a wignefs againft you one day. But if you accept i,
that is,®whatevcr you fird in it, that agrees with the holy
word of Gop, and if it has ¢fe&t upon yeur mind, try to lay
it



it un in 'yput‘ueart, and praéhfe it in your life ; and if you ¢
Jeceive 1nv help from it, give Gop the glory 5 but what
ever vou find thatis contrary to the word of Gop, reject
it asan eror. For we have afure word of prophefy,
which we do well to adhere, asunto a light that fhineth
in darknefs. |
I know chat fuch a difcourfe, -or letter, written to one,
who is ear.hly minded, aad has no f{piritual underftanding,
I fay, to fuch a one, itis nonfenfe ; it appears to him to be
foolithnefs, -aud idie ftory, not worth his moetice 3 but rather
ridicule it, and learn fume of it to ufe it as a proverb, or as
we fay, a by-word.. But one wheis truly fenfible, truly
awakened, and fees his trug condition by nature, that he i3
and mult be loft eternally 5 to fuch a one, Jefus Chrilt
18 precious, and his.cars, and heart is open to hear all ad- -
vice,” warnihgs and encouragements ; the promifcs are pre-
cious unto him, and he {ceks the favor of Gow,wich his whole
heart. I hope that thisis your difpofition now. I have
not mucli more to fay, but I tell you that there is no other
Name give., unto men under hcaven. whereby they may
be faved but by the name of Jefus ! That through his death
and fuffering alone, I fay, through faith ia his name, we
rmuft ester into reft, Therefore feek his favour, for the
favour of man avails noching before the fight of Gop 5 for
it is faid he has no refpect.of perfons. Well I muft con-
clude. Ifear I hive already wearied you! only if you
will utterly refofe all the gofpel iavitations, you mult
hear Jefus Chrift pronounce the word, Depart. Methinks
he is pleading @il with you, and fays you will not come
unto me, that you might havelife.  But I end. '
Iam iour foul’s well-wither.

To Moses Pavt, | J---h J-----’Il,

New-HAVEN,
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